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FEBRUARY REFLECTIONS
As the first snow flakes of winter fell, the song “It’s

to be questioned, becomes the path to rest; to facilitate

beginning to look a lot like Christmas” rose in our hearts

an experience where renewed passion and life can be

in anticipation of the celebration of the birth of Christ and

sparked.

the coming together of family and friends. If you are like
me however, the continued accumulation of snow has us
longing for the warmth and sunshine of spring. This too is
part of the rhythm of life. The snow, with all of its beauty,
will soon give way to the plants and trees that are even
now preparing for rebirth as it were. Life will burst forth
from the seeming dead of winter. As one author aptly
described it, “The whole world comes alive . . . filled with
color and the scent of delicious greenery.” Attempting

Lenny Luchetti reminds us that “Healthy pastors cultivate
healthy churches that develop healthy communities.”
This can equally be said of healthy missionaries, healthy
para church leaders, healthy christian business leaders,
healthy counsellors. While the focus of the Fairhaven
mission is “encouraging the health and renewal of
Christian leaders,” the ripple effect of healthy leadership
is deeply significant and far reaching.

to capture the excitement of spring, Ernest Hemingway

We are grateful for those who share the vision of

penned these words, “When spring came there were no

encouraging the health and renewal of Christian leaders

problems except where to be happiest.”

and who partner with us in the tangible provisions

Spring too reflects the longing of our hearts . . . the hope
for renewal, for rejuvenation, for an inner vibrancy that
will blossom into a life that is truly worth living. For some,

necessary to serve those who come seeking rest and
renewal. Drawing on the words of the apostle Paul,
“Thank you for your partnership in the gospel.”

this longing grows out of a season of profound physical

Our guests are grateful as well! Regularly those who have

struggle amidst the cold winds of uncertain health.

been refreshed in their walk with the Lord pass along

For others, the tender shoot of hope emerges from the

notes of appreciation. We are happy to pass on one such

crevice of a spiritually and emotionally weary heart. The

note for your encouragement . . .

winter season of our souls has been long and perhaps for
some, harsh. The freshness of spring offers the breath of
renewal. This is as true for the average person as it is for
those in positions of Christian leadership.

Twenty five years of pastoral ministry and five visits to
Fairhaven! Through this time we’ve witnessed God’s
provision for Fairhaven with additions to staffing and
facilities. We rejoice in the change and growth we’ve

Here at Fairhaven our desire is to provide a safe space

witnessed at Fairhaven and we appreciate the place of

where these longings and hopes can find expression;

quiet rest and renewal that continues to be provided.

to offer a context where struggle, rather than something

Each of our visits have come at different stages in ministry:
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during times of ministry transition discernment, during

ministry, family, health challenges, etc. Fairhaven has

significant health challenges, and when we simply

truly been a place of rest and renewal in our lives. Thank

needed a place to disconnect and focus on our family.

you to the staff, board, and supporters of Fairhaven for

During every visit we experienced God’s ministry to us,

following God’s leading in making this a continued reality!

sometimes through counselling sessions and other times
through personal times of reflection. Looking back on
our visits we also see that God used each one to prepare
us for a new season in some area of our lives—personal,

Craig (and Amy) Hollands
Worship/Music Pastor
Prince Albert Alliance Church
Prince Albert, SK

201 6 D I N N E R S C H E D U L E
Just about a year ago, you warmly welcomed Gwen and I to the Fairhaven Team. We are excited to reconnect
with you in April and to personally share, on behalf of the team, how we see God at work here on the mountain.
Hope to see you there! Also, if there are friends who might be interested in the vision of Fairhaven, please feel
free to invite them! Your RSVP would assist us greatly with planning.

SHERWOOD PARK / EDMONTON
Friday, April 1st
Heartland Alliance Church
53105 Highway 21, Sherwood Park
Time: Dinner Served at 6:30PM
Reservations: Thelma Dubbeldam 780.922.5336
or tjdubbeldam@gmail.com
Fairhaven Office Toll Free: 1.888.732.1544
or info@fairhavencanada.com

CALGARY
Saturday, April 2nd
RockPointe Church (Bearspaw)
255024 Lochend Rd, Calgary
Time: 7:00PM Stand up reception in the foyer
Reservations: Faith Jalving 403.686.4652 or
kjalving@shaw.ca
Fairhaven Office Toll Free: 1.888.732.1544 or
info@fairhavencanada.com

LOWER MAINLAND (SURREY)
Saturday, April 9th
abc Country Restaurant
15373 Fraser Hwy, Surrey, BC
Time: 6:00PM (dinner will be in the Harvest Room)
Reservations: Linda Sawatzky 604.226.7074 or
jjsawatzky@gmail.com
Fairhaven Office Toll Free: 1.888.732.1544 or
info@fairhavencanada.com

VERNON
Sunday, April 10th
Vernon Alliance Church
2601 43rd Ave, Vernon, BC
Time: Dinner Served at 6:00PM
Reservations: Local 250.260.1616 or
info@fairhavencanada.com
Fairhaven Office Toll Free: 1.888.732.1544

SASKATOON
Sunday, April 17th
Great Buffet of China
302 22 St W, Saskatoon, SK
Time: 5:30PM (dinner will be in the Garden Room)
Reservations: Doug Hollands 306.850.5688 or
dmdutch61@gmail.com
Fairhaven Office Toll Free: 1.888.732.1544 or
info@fairhavencanada.com

MOOSE JAW
Saturday, April 23rd
Moose Jaw Alliance Church
4 Neslia Place, Moose Jaw, SK
Time: 7:00PM Dessert Evening
Reservations: Deb Van Wyk 306.694.5331 or
dlvanwyk@sasktel.net
Fairhaven Office Toll Free: 1.888.732.1544 or
info@fairhavencanada.com

A N U P D AT E F R O M T H E TO W E R ’ S
We just want to take this opportunity to thank those of
you who have been praying for us as we have transitioned
in to our ministry at Fairhaven. Kent has been serving in
his role as Director of Facilities since September 1. He is
settling in to the rhythms of our new environment and is
enjoying his work. Val has not as yet become involved as
she has been focused on some health challenges. In June,
after the decision was made for us to move here, Val was
diagnosed with liver cancer. She had surgery in November
and is recovering well from that, and will resume
treatments in March in Edmonton.
While the journey so far hasn’t been quite what we
expected, we know that God doesn’t make mistakes and
that He has led us here. We remain hopeful and optimistic
that Val’s health will continue to improve and that soon we
will both be involved and engaged, serving God through
Fairhaven ministries.
God bless,
Kent and Val

KENT & VAL TOWER

O U R N E X T P R OJ E CT
As we turn the corner and begin looking toward our next phase of development, approximately $20,000 is needed
to clear off the third staff residence project. Many of you will be aware that Fairhaven has been strategically
proceeding with a master plan of development from the time the property was purchased in 2000.
It is exciting to witness how God continues to lead and provide to bring the village to the point it is today.

DEDICATION OF NEW STAFF RESIDENCE

At the January meeting the board passed a motion to move forward with the next phase of development.
Designs on a new guest residence will begin in the coming months. Construction will be initiated as funds
become available. Currently, we do not have funds for this project and so this represents another step of
faith in God who has so faithfully provided over the years.
With the unfolding of the strategic plan comes increases in our day to day operational costs. We are at
one of those important growth points where additional staff, particularly in the areas of housekeeping and
reception will be necessary. To date the cleanliness and attention to detail our guests have come to enjoy
has largely been cared for on a volunteer basis. While this has been part of God’s provision in launching
Fairhaven, the importance of remunerating those who serve is itself honouring to God.
We would invite you to pray with us into the provision for these day to day needs as well as the next building
project before us.

For those who have contributed financially this past

Blessings,

year please find enclosed your official donation
receipt for income tax purposes.
Tony Schnare
Executive Director
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For ongoing giving options please visit our
website at fairhavencanada.com/donate

