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REFLECTIONS ON HOPE

Our on site team is expanding! 

Gwen and I are pleased to work with a great team of volunteers and sta�. In May 2018 Dan and Kristi Bittle 
and their family joined us, serving our guests through tending to our facilities, maintenance and grounds.

Mel and Charlene Reimer have joined the team and will provide
oversight to the day-to-day operations of Fairhaven. They come with
wonderful servant hearts and a desire to care and make a di�erence in
the lives of leaders.

Colleen Krey is a wonderful blessing to our guests as she pours her heart
and attention to detail into readying cottages for those who come
seeking rest and renewal. 

Supported by our Board of Directors, the Hortons, the Wymans,
the Walls, other volunteers, our network of prayer warriors, and
those who provide �nancially for the ongoing work of the ministry, Fairhaven and our guests are blessed. 
God is good. 

As we position the ministry for growth, this new three-family structure will create space to develop network-
ing across denominations, expand awareness of the ministry and what is available, facilitate further expan-
sion of our retreat and counselling options, and provide time to nurture relationships with those who make 
the ministry possible through their generous support. 

Together we thank you for your continued prayer support for the ministry, for our team, and for those who 
come. As we witness God at work in the lives of our guests, we are grateful for the opportunity to serve and 
provide the tangible expression of your care and partnership in this vital ministry. 

Mel & Charlene Reimer

   GROWING THE TEAM



   SPRING TOUR: Fairhaven on the Road

We are excited to announce the dates of our spring tour and the opportunity to share with you the rhythm 
of revelation and response we have been privileged to witness and participate in this past year.  May we 
encourage you to invite friends as an opportunity to share with them your interest in and passion for the 
mission of Fairhaven! A timely RSVP will assist us in planning with our venue hosts and caterers.

    SHERWOOD PARK /EDMONTON

Friday April 5th
Heartland Alliance Church
53105 Highway 21, Sherwood Park 

Time: Dinner served at 6:30 PM

Reservations: Susie Greig 
780.467.6788 x 208
or sgreig@theparkchurch.ca

                             CALGARY

Friday April 5th
RockPointe Church (Bowridge)
12 Bowridge Dr. NW, Calgary

Time: Lunch served at 12:00 Noon
(in the Fireside Room)

Reservations: Kim Loewen 
403.547.9644 or 403.813.3164
dkloewen@shaw.ca

      LOWER MAINLAND 

Stay Tuned!

We’ll communicate
details via e-mail/phone

RSVP for any of the events can also be made through the Fairhaven O�ce 
Toll Free: 1.888.732.1544 or info@fairhavencanada.com

                             KELOWNA

Friday May 3rd
Willow Park Church
439 BC-33, Kelowna

Time: Dinner served at 6:30 PM
(in the Fireside Room)

Reservations: Local 250.260.1616
or info@fairhavencanada.com

        SASKATOON AND MOOSE JAW

Stay Tuned!

We’ll communicate details on the
fall dates closer to the season

                             VERNON

Sunday April 14th
Grace Bible Church   
5661 Silver Star Rd, Vernon

Time: Dinner served at 6:00 PM
(in the Fellowship Hall)

Reservations: Local 250.260.1616
or info@fairhavencanada.com

2019 DINNER SCHEDULE

We look forward to reconnecting with many of you through our spring and fall dinner tour. 



   REFLECTIONS ON HOPE

In terms of the church calendar, we are currently living in what is referred to as “Ordinary time.” Advent, 
which culminated in the celebration of the birth of the Messiah, has concluded.  Lent, the season of
preparation leading up to the Passion Week, is on the horizon. Ordinary time represents “the ordered life of 
the Church—the period in which we live our lives neither in feasting (as in the Christmas and Easter seasons) 
or in more severe penance (as in Advent and Lent), but in watchfulness and expectation of the Second 
Coming of Christ.”

Hebs. 6:19 reminds us, “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, �rm and secure.”

For many, the hope of Ordinary time is challenged by the realities of anguish, pain, sadness, and confusion. 
Heart-breaking loss, relationship distress, betrayal, career transitions, chronic pain, terminal diagnosis, 
addictions, each subtly eroding the shoreline of hope. This experience is no more poignantly captured than 
in the Emmaus Road, despair-ridden declaration, “but we had hope . . .”(Luke 24: 21).

John the Baptist expressed the erosion of hope in the heartfelt question, “Are you the one who is to come or 
shall we expect someone else?”(Matt. 11:3). Paul the Apostle penned it this way, “"We were crushed and 
completely overwhelmed, and we thought we would never live through it"  (2 Cor. 1:8). The Psalmist 
lamented, “How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from me?” (13: 1).

I recently read a quote that went something like “Su�ering is the gap between what we hoped for and what 
we received.” Some would suggest, the solution then is to not hope. Here Scripture retorts, “Hope deferred 
makes the heart sick, but a longing ful�lled is a tree of life” (Prov. 13:12). The question remains, what are we 
to do in the face of, at times, seemingly unbearable heartache?
 
Perhaps, the answer lies in recognizing that “watchfulness and expectation” heighten the reality of our 
image-bearing longings for the consummate ful�llment of the Revelation twenty-one promises. Rather than 
something to be diminished, our longings then are something to be embraced, pointing us to the ful�llment 
of God’s kingdom and promises. 

But this is risky. 

Hebs. 11, where we read of the heroes of our faith, narrates, “All these people were still living by faith when they 
died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance,
admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth. People who say such things show that they are 
looking for a country of their own. If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have 
had opportunity to return. Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one“
(13-16a italics mine).

In the book of Romans Paul writes “For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be 
revealed. . . We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the 
present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the �rstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 
eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But hope 
that is seen is no hope at all. But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently”
(Roms. 8:15-19)
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For ongoing giving options please visit our 
website at fairhavencanada.com/donate

Blessings,

       Tony Schnare

       Executive Director 

At the January meeting the board passed a motion to move forward with the next phase of development. 

Designs on a new guest residence will begin in the coming months. Construction will be initiated as funds 

become available. Currently, we do not have funds for this project and so this represents another step of 

faith in God who has so faithfully provided over the years.

With the unfolding of the strategic plan comes increases in our day to day operational costs. We are at 

one of those important growth points where additional staff, particularly in the areas of housekeeping and 

reception will be necessary. To date the cleanliness and attention to detail our guests have come to enjoy 

has largely been cared for on a volunteer basis. While this has been part of God’s provision in launching 

Fairhaven, the importance of remunerating those who serve is itself honouring to God.

We would invite you to pray with us into the provision for these day to day needs as well as the next building 

project before us.

For those who have contributed financially this past 

year please find enclosed your official donation 

receipt for income tax purposes.

FAIRHAVEN LEADERSHIP RETREAT CENTER

#1-8191 Rogers Road, Vernon, BC V1B 3M8  
250.260.1616   •  fairhavencanada.com

Fairhaven is now able to receive donations via
e-transfer to donation@fairhavencanada.com
For additional giving options please visit our
website at fairhavencanada.com/donate

Perhaps rather than denying heartache and loss, hope invites us into the very reality. We groan inwardly. We grieve 
deeply. We long for intensely. We ache.  And . . . as one friend recently wrote, we “cling to the words of Psalm 23 which I 
read often:  "Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I will fear no evil, for You are with me”(4).

We have this hope . . . the post-Second Coming promises of Revelation twenty-one are part of a certain future. In this 
“ordinary” present, hope embraced may seem more like an arduous hike along the Emmaus Road . . . with Jesus, at 
times unrecognizable to us, coming to us, walking alongside, extending grace, truth and comfort, in the midst of our 
patient hope. 

As we embark on the Lenten journey may we experience the cruci�ed and risen Christ afresh and anew.

Tony Schnare,
Executive Director.

In Him, 

continue...

For those receiving donations receipts for 
2018, please �nd them enclosed. Thank you 
for your partnership in this work! In the event 
you are not receiving a donation receipt, 
would you prayerfully consider a donation to 
further the ministry of Fairhaven today? We 
would love to facilitate your worship of Jesus 
through a �nancial gift to the ministry.




